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Agro-processing
Annual Brief:

•

The gross in real output of the agro-processing industry increased from a marginal growth rate of 0,4% in
2010 to 2,1% in 2011. The gross in real value added of
the agro-processing industry, which measures the GDP
contribution, however, slowed down substantially from
7,7% in 2010 to 1,5% in 2011.

•

Real gross ﬁxed investment in the agro-processing
industry rebounded by 4,9% in 2011, following a substantial decline of 31% and 16% in 2009 and 2010, respectively.

•

Real export of all agro-processing products decelerated
by 1,7% in 2011. Real import of all agro-processing
products, however, increased by 10,1%. As a result,
the trade deﬁcit of agro-processing products increased
from R20 932 million in 2010 to R27 296 million in 2011.
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The agro-processing industry contributed 30,5% and
29,8% of the real value added (GDP) and the real output, respectively, of the manufacturing sector in 2011.
In addition, it contributed 39,2% of the total employment in the manufacturing sector.

•

Total employment in agro-processing declined by 2,2%
in 2011. Formal and informal employment also contracted by 2,2%. Therefore, during 2011, agro-processing shed 9 605 and 2 321, formal and informal jobs,
respectively.

Real output

wearing apparel (4,1%), textiles (1,9%), paper and paper
products (1,3%) and footwear (0,2%).

Real value added

Source: Statistics SA

Real value added of the agro-processing industry, which
measures the GDP contribution, however, slowed down
substantially from 7,7% in 2010 to 1,5% in 2011. The divisions that showed growth in real value added were rubber products (32,2%), food (6,4%), beverages (6%), footwear (5,2%), tobacco (5%) and wood and wood products
(1,4%). Real gross value added dropped in the leather and
leather products (20%), textiles (16,1%), wearing apparel
(11,4%), furniture (9,7%) and paper and paper products
(5,7%) divisions.
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Real output of agro-processing industry increased from
a marginal growth rate of 0,4% in 2010 to 2,1% in 2011.
The growth rate was driven by rubber products (18,2%),
beverages (4,9%), tobacco (4,9%), furniture (2,9%), wood
and wood products (2,6%) and food (2,5%). Real output,
however, declined for leather and leather products (8,9%),

Source: Statistics SA

Real gross ﬁxed investment in the agro-processing industry
rebounded by 4,9% in 2011, following a substantial decline
of 31% and 16% in 2009 and 2010, respectively. Among
the divisions that showed a growth in investment were

rubber products (51,1%), textiles (40%), wearing apparel
(16,9%), leather and leather products (14,1%), footwear
(12,3%) and beverages (8,6%). Real gross ﬁxed domestic investment, however, decreased in the wood and wood
products (43,4%) food (8,9%), paper and paper products
(4,8%) and tobacco (2,7%) divisions.

lion). Trade deﬁcit widened in almost all the remaining products, which includes wearing apparel (R8 842 million), textiles
(R5 760 million), footwear (R5 362 million), food (R5 519 million), rubber products (R4 290 million), furniture (R1 458 million), leather and leather products (R417 million) and paper
products (R2 million).

Trade

Employment

lost in the food (2,7%: 327 jobs), textiles (3,1%: 510 jobs),
wearing apparel (5,2%: 1 809 jobs), leather and leather products (5,1%: 21 jobs), footwear (2,8%: 47 jobs) and wood and
wood products (4,5%: 569 jobs) divisions. Therefore during
2011, agro-processing shed 9 605 and 2 321 formal and informal jobs, respectively.

Real export of aggregate agro-processing products has
been declining since 2007. Following contractions of
1,8% and 2,5% in 2009 and 2010 respectively, exports of
agro-processing products decelerated by 1,7% in 2011.
Among agro-processing products whose export grew
were rubber products (42,4%), leather and leather products (32,5%), wearing apparel (6,1%) and food (1,2%). For
the remaining divisions, real exports declined as follows;
footwear (45,8%), furniture (26,4%), tobacco (17,3%) textiles (13,8%), paper and paper products (6,5%), wood and
wood products (2,2%), and beverages (0,6%).
Source: Statistics SA

Total employment in the agro-processing industry declined by
2,2% in 2011. Formal and informal employment also contracted
by 2,2%. Among the divisions that created formal jobs were furniture (5,7%: 1800 jobs), rubber products (6,6%: 799 jobs), paper and paper products (2%: 628 jobs), tobacco (2,5%: 62 jobs)
and beverages (2%: 660 jobs). Formal jobs were shed in food
(3,5%: 6 254 jobs), textiles (3,9%: 1 399 jobs), wearing apparel
(6,1%: 3 428 jobs), leather and leather products (1,6%: 87 jobs),
footwear (3,7%: 324 jobs) and wood and wood products (5,4%:
2 060 jobs).
Source: Quantec EasyData

Real import of aggregated agro-processing products increased by 10,1% in 2011, following a 14,5% rise in 2010.
Tobacco products are the only agro-processing products
whose import values declined (16,9%). For all other agroprocessing products, imports increased as follows; footwear
(19,8%), food (14,7%), beverages (12,3%), rubber products
(11,7%), textiles (11,5%), wood and wood products (10,1%),
leather and leather products (7,8%), paper and paper products (4,8%), furniture (3,2%) and wearing apparel (2,9%).
As the result of the higher growth rate in imports relative to
exports, the trade deﬁcit of the agro-processing industry increased from R20 932 million in 2010 to R27 296 million in
2011. The three divisions that maintained a trade surplus
(though it narrowed) were wood and wood products (R159
million), tobacco (R356 million) and beverages (R3 837 mil-
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Informal employment, however, decreased in all divisions, except in the beverages and furniture divisions that created 3%
(656) and 6,7% (307) jobs, respectively. Informal jobs were
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